A FRESH START
goods traffic to the north. It will be observed that the purpose of each part of the building is apparent in the exterior. The concert-hall and ball-room, where evening performances and dances are the most frequent, is enclosed mainly by a solid wall with few and small openings, whereas the restaurant is a long narrow strip with a glass wall in sliding sections opening on to the terrace and to the sea, while the library and lounge has also a glazed wall to the sea. On the north side of this wing facing the parking-place the wall is solid except for a line of small windows of the kitchens on the ground floor.
The interior is, I think, agreeable in every way. The view of the south staircase is an aesthetic joy, with the swing of its stainless steel balustrading and handrails to the full height of the building, round suspended neon lights. Leaving the entrance hall by way of a large foyer, one enters the concert hall and ball-room. The excellent acoustics of this hall are obtained by a special reflectant ceiling, involving a patterning of large saucer-shaped recesses. The colour scheme of the hall is very effective. Powder-blue seats are seen against a background of a dark brown carpet, walnut woodwork, and similarly brown curtains. Higher up is the cream of the acoustic boarding and the white of the plaster ceiling.
In the long narrow restaurant on the other side of the entrance hall the walls are cream, the chairs birch with the seats a vermilion red, a colour scheme echoed in Edward Wadsworth's characteristic mural painting with its inevitable shell on the east wall. The scheme, with the continuous glazed wall to the sea, makes the restaurant exceptionally bright. A similar brightness is preserved in the lounge and library immediately above.
It is to be hoped that this pavilion, which combines the most scientific method of construction for the purposes of health, comfort, and pleasure, with a building of considerable beauty, is but the beginning. For the buildings that surround it, representing the haphazard growth of years, are a group of discords with hardly one distinctive pleasing note. It would be a happy thought if these were swept away, and the scheme, so impressively started by this new pavilion, were continued east and west for the whole front of Bexhill. Its reputation, which is with this beginning already considerable, would then make Bexhill one of the most progressive and distinguished resorts in Europe.
Whilst this pavilion was building Mendelsohn and Chermayeff were also engaged on two large projects. One was an hotel with restaurant, ball-room, and shops at Southsea, with which I will deal briefly in Chapter VIII when dealing with a project of the same kind at Blackpool. The other was an important project for developing the White City site. This
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